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1. Why the Homeless Count (HC) 
Numbers are Important

• Nationally: The HC are the official data reported to HUD
• County: In Los Angeles County, they are used to:

• Target services to special populations
• Track trends, help evaluate service and housing program 

effectiveness
• Allocate public funding, including Measure H

• Locally: In SPA 8, we focus on each community’s unique 
homelessness challenges, and the entire SPA as a region
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2. Keeping HC Data in Perspective

• The Homeless Count is a “point-in-time” census held in 
late January
• The numbers fluctuate throughout the year and…
• They don’t provide a good sense of flows into and out of 

homelessness throughout the year (CES is better at tracking that)

• The demographic numbers often do not trend up or down 
in adjacent years
• Examine “prevalence” (or proportion) for a fuller perspective

• SPA 8’s trends often do not follow those at LA CoC level
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Other Data Notes

• The Coalition’s trending starts with HC 2015
• SPA 8 canvassed 100% of tracts that year for the 1st time; repeated 

thereafter (i.e., no census tract extrapolation for the street count)
• LAHSA started conducting annual counts (previously only in odd 

numbered years per HUD requirement)
• “SPA 8” to us is “LA County’s SPA 8 minus City of Long Beach”

• Long Beach holds biennial Counts
• Different methodology used for HC demographics

• LAHSA is the HC’s lead organizer and supplier of raw data
• https://www.lahsa.org/documents?id=3431-2019-greater-los-angeles-homeless-count-service-

planning-area-8.pdf
5

3. HC 2019 Highlights for the 
Los Angeles Continuum of Care (LA CoC)

• As a reminder, LA CoC includes: all of Los Angeles 
County minus the cities of Glendale, Pasadena, and 
Long Beach

• Overall homelessness from 2018 to 2019:
• LA CoC went up by 13% from 50,385 to 56,257
• LA County went up by 12% from 53,195 to 58,936
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Other 2019 Highlights - LA CoC

• These data are only available at the LA CoC level only    
(not at the SPA-level). 2018 (calendar year): 
• 23% experienced homelessness for first time

• 53% of them said it was due to “Economic Hardship”
• 68% have been in LA County 10+ years, 75% for 5+ years

• For other highlights, please refer to LAHSA’s 
June 4, 2019 presentation at 
https://www.lahsa.org/documents?id=3437-2019-greater-los-angeles-homeless-
count-presentation.pdf
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4. SPA 8/South Bay Results

A 5-Year View
January 2015 – January 2019

Note

LAHSA reissued the 2018 HC results on 7-21-2018, 
after our coalition’s 6-27-2018 General Meeting presentation.  

The charts in this briefing reflect those updated 2018 Count numbers.
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SPA 8: Unsheltered/Sheltered

Fast Stat:
• Overall 

homelessness in 
SPA 8 rose by 
46.0% between 
Jan. 2015 and 
Jan. 2019 
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SPA 8: Unsheltered

“Unsheltered” components:
• “Street” homelessness
• “Vehicular” homelessness2346
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SPA 8: Unsheltered on the Street

• “Street” includes those living outside with 
no protections, as well as those in tents, 
makeshift shelters

• Data Source: LAHSA’s 
https://www.lahsa.org/documents?id=3477-2019-
greater-los-angeles-homeless-count-car-van-camper-rv-
tent-and-makeshift-shelter-population-conversion-
factors.pdf

Fast Stats:
• LA CoC’s “Street” unsheltered saw a 

dramatic increase of 28% since 2018

• Over that same time period, SPA 8’s 
“Street” unsheltered numbers rose by 4%
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Unsheltered Living in Vehicles
• “Vehicles” includes Cars, Van, RVs 
• Each “vehicle unit” total is multiplied by the average number of people living in each vehicle type to 

get the “people in vehicles” total
• These “multipliers” are calculated each year

• Calculation geographies: From 2015 to 2018: CoC level; 2019: SPA level

6095
6675

8538
9117

9981

616 802 897 1059 1077

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Vehicle Units (#)

LA CoC Vehicle Units SPA 8 Vehicle Units

10252
12196

16271 15749 16525

1059 1474 1708 1830 2062

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

14000

16000

18000

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

People in Vehicles (#)

LA CoC Vehicle SPA 8 Vehicle

12



7

Breakout Example: Unsheltered in RVs
• The “RV multiplier”: 2017 (CoC): 2.05; 2018 (CoC) by 1.77; 2019 (SPA 8): 2.00
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SPA 8: Sheltered

“Sheltered” components:
• Emergency Shelter

• Also called in Los Angeles:
“Crisis Housing” 
“Interim Housing” 
“Bridge Housing”
“Recuperative Beds”

• Transitional Housing
• Safe Havens
Note: Individual shelter programs are listed 
in Homeless Inventory Count (HIC).  It has 
not yet been released.
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SPA 8: Gender

Fast Stats about % Females
• 2019 LA CoC: 31% of people
• From ‘18 to ‘19 in SPA 8: # decreased by 26%

1907

2463
2753

2578

3222

1099 1145
1313

1532

1134

0 55 28 28 25
70

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Gender (#)

Male Female Transgender None of above

63% 67% 67% 62%
73%

37% 31% 32% 37%
26%

0% 2% 1% 1% 1%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Gender (%)

Male Female

Transgender None of above

15

SPA 8: Household Composition

Fast Facts about SPA 8 for 2019:
• Family households went down by 16% 

• Unaccompanied minors went to zero 
because of runaway shelter moving to SPA 5
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SPA 8: Age by Year
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2019 Fast Stats: Prevalence 
of Homeless Population

• LA CoC: 6%
• SPA 8: 9%
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575 374 318 363 263

4016

2728

4400

3538 3538

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

4500

5000

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Veterans (#)

SPA 8 Veterans LA CoC Veterans

SPA 8 Veteran Notes
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• Its shelter count numbers heavily affect SPA 8’s overall Vet 

number. It is a “County Resource,” so Vets not just from SPA 8.

Unsheltered SPA 8 Vet homelessness declined 
by 41% from 2018, and 65% from 2017.
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Special Populations (2 of 4)

2019 Fast Stats: Prevalence 
of Homeless Population

• LA CoC: 28%
• SPA 8: 32%
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2019 Fast Stats: Prevalence 
of Homeless Population 18+

• LA CoC: 14%
• SPA 8: 11%
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Special Populations (3 of 4)

2019 Fast Stats: Prevalence 
of Homeless Population 18+

• LA CoC: 25%
• SPA 8: 23%

2019 Fast Stats: Prevalence 
of Homeless Population 18+

• LA CoC: 18%
• SPA 8: 19%
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Special Populations (4 of 4)

2019 Fast Stats: Prevalence 
of Homeless Population 18+

• LA CoC: 2%
• SPA 8: 4%

2019 Fast Stats: Prevalence 
of Homeless Population 18+

• LA CoC: 40%
• SPA 8: 46%
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5. Preliminary SPA 8 City/Community 
Level Results

A 4-Year View
January 2016 – January 2019
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City/Community Level Results: Notes
• Unsheltered youth, persons residing in DV shelters, or sheltered 

persons using motel vouchers were excluded from 
City/Community level results

• The following City/Community Level results based on LAHSA’s 
Community Dashboard as of 6-23-2019, which shows data from 
Jan. 2016 thru Jan. 2019

• When the 2019 tract-level dataset is released, SBCEH’s city-
level data will be recalculated

• Due to rounding differences between SBCEH and LAHSA, the 
data may be slightly different

24



13

City/Community Level Results: Notes

• Keep city/community numbers in perspective

• Based on point-in-time night time census

• We know some people migrate between cities

• Especially those living in vehicles

25

• For the HC 2019, LAHSA refined city/community borders to 
more accurately reflect political boundaries
• New Boundary Source: Los Angeles Times Neighborhood dataset
• Those changes were retroactively applied using the updated 

borders for the 2016 through 2018 HCs
• Many cities had minor changes to their numbers
• Most impacted: Harbor Gateway, Harbor City, Wilmington, 

San Pedro, Hawthorne, Lennox, Westmont/West Athens, 
Alondra Park, Unincorporated Compton

City/Community Level Results: 
Methodology (1 of 2)
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• City staff may submit information or change requests to 
datasupport@lahsa.org
• Additional follow-up may be forthcoming

• SBCEH will continue working with LAHSA on making 
updates to city/community dashboard information
• LAHSA is working to make corrections, but at present its 

priority is on 2019 HC
• The following tables (and our upcoming City 1-Pager data 

sheets) will reflect our regional understanding

City/Community Level Results: 
Methodology (2 of 2)

27

• Homelessness is very complex: one number cannot 
adequately characterize the situation

• Unpacking the city-level results reveals different solutions
• Sheltered vs Unsheltered Homelessness
• “Street” vs Vehicular Homelessness

• While homelessness is viewed as a “City” problem, 
consider viewing sub-regional homelessness for shared 
solutions 

Invitation To View City-Level Results Differently 

28
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Example: Unpacking Inglewood’s Sheltered/Unsheltered
These numbers were taken off LAHSA’s Community Level Dashboard on 6-22-2019.

Inglewood’s Count includes 
US Veterans Initiative large 

interim housing facility
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• Living on the “Street”
• In 2018: 70%
• In 2019: 50%

• Living in Vehicle
• In 2018: 30%
• In 2019: 50%

Nature of Inglewood’s Unsheltered 
homelessness changed dramatically in past year

Example: Looking at Inglewood in Relation to
Northern SPA 8 Communities

These numbers were taken off LAHSA’s Community Level Dashboard on 6-22-2019.
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Giving city context with its sub-regional neighbors
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changed

In 2019, Inglewood mirrored 
closely to sub-regional 

Unsheltered homelessness
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City Level Results: Northern SPA 8
These numbers were taken off LAHSA’s Community Level Dashboard on 6-22-2019.
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City Level Results: Northern SPA 8
These numbers were taken off LAHSA’s Community Level Dashboard on 6-22-2019.

32



17

Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019

 People on Street 59 24 54 42

 Make-Shift Shelters 14 6 28 2

 Tents 2 0 1 1

 Cars 7 20 40 26

 Vans 7 12 22 12

 RVs 7 24 2 7

 Emergency Shelter 0 0 0 0

 Transitional Shelter 7 5 3 9

Total 103 91 150 99

Unsheltered 
Street

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Hawthorne
Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019

 People on Street 68 37 37 43

 Make-Shift Shelters 0 15 2 3

 Tents 0 0 40 41

 Cars 23 33 31 19

 Vans 13 19 24 25

 RVs 23 22 32 40

 Emergency Shelter 0 0 0 0

 Transitional Shelter 0 0 0 0

Total 127 126 166 171

Unsheltered 
Street

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Unincorporated Lennox

Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019

 People on Street 199 78 73 52

 Make-Shift Shelters 15 20 2 1

 Tents 19 18 3 0

 Cars 34 6 10 10

 Vans 18 5 3 4

 RVs 67 33 11 40

 Emergency Shelter 16 15 0 21

 Transitional Shelter 0 0 13 0

Total 368 175 115 128

Unsheltered 
Street

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Unincorporated Westmont/West Athens

City Level Results: Northern SPA 8
These numbers were taken off LAHSA’s Community Level Dashboard on 6-22-2019.

Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019

 People on Street 101 109 123 92

 Make-Shift Shelters 22 22 57 26

 Tents 4 11 5 3

 Cars 20 31 15 63

 Vans 35 28 26 45

 RVs 36 10 40 12

 Emergency Shelter 61 23 40 32

 Transitional Shelter 226 104 190 134

 Safe Haven 0 0 15 59

Total 505 338 511 466

Unsheltered 
Street

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Inglewood
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Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019
 People on Street 26 22 11 32
 Make-Shift Shelters 16 4 2 10
 Tents 0 0 0 0
 Cars 19 8 11 9
 Vans 18 15 10 16
 RVs 47 21 13 13
 Emergency Shelter 53 161 0 0
 Transitional Shelter 5 5 0 0

Total 184 236 47 80

Unsheltered 
Street

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Gardena
Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019

 People on Street 5 16 8 18

 Make-Shift Shelters 0 8 8 0

 Tents 0 0 0 0

 Cars 3 0 4 12

 Vans 2 0 0 4

 RVs 4 8 8 0

 Emergency Shelter 0 0 0 0

 Transitional Shelter 29 10 6 0

Total 43 42 34 34

Unsheltered 
Street

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Lawndale

Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019
 People on Street 2 6 0 6

 Make-Shift Shelters 0 0 0 0

 Tents 0 0 0 0

 Cars 0 2 8 12

 Vans 0 5 2 6

 RVs 1 9 4 1

 Emergency Shelter 0 0 0 0

 Transitional Shelter 0 0 0 0

Total 3 22 14 25

Unsheltered 
Street

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Unincorporated Del Aire
Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019

 People on Street 13 4 4 37

 Make-Shift Shelters 0 2 5 20

 Tents 0 1 1 15

 Cars 3 3 13 15

 Vans 2 2 4 0

 RVs 0 0 9 10

 Emergency Shelter 0 0 0 0

 Transitional Shelter 0 0 0 0

Total 18 12 36 97

Unsheltered 
Street

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Unincorporated Alondra Park

City Level Results: Northern SPA 8
These numbers were taken off LAHSA’s Community Level Dashboard on 6-22-2019.
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City Level Results: City of Los Angeles SPA 8 Neighborhoods
These numbers were taken off LAHSA’s Community Level Dashboard on 6-22-2019.
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Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019

 People on Street 15 25 7 18

 Make-Shift Shelters 35 55 44 45

 Tents 14 19 26 30

 Cars 16 20 11 54

 Vans 21 7 8 49

 RVs 28 38 74 86

 Emergency Shelter 0 0 0 0

 Transitional Shelter 0 0 0 0

Total 129 164 170 282

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Harbor Gateway

Unsheltered 
Street

Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019
 People on Street 180 132 162 140

 Make-Shift Shelters 38 78 39 81

 Tents 32 8 8 33

 Cars 49 66 29 29

 Vans 55 53 28 46

 RVs 228 226 211 281

 Emergency Shelter 19 40 65 37

 Transitional Shelter 0 0 0 0

Total 601 603 542 647

Unsheltered Vehicle

Shelter

Unsheltered Street

Wilmington

These numbers were taken off LAHSA’s Community Level Dashboard on 6-22-2019.

Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019
 People on Street 26 24 33 32
 Make-Shift Shelters 10 13 6 71
 Tents 2 5 2 18
 Cars 12 5 3 6
 Vans 29 13 37 7
 RVs 65 60 32 26
 Emergency Shelter 0 0 0 0
 Transitional Shelter 0 0 0 0

Total 144 120 113 160

Unsheltered 
Street

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Harbor City
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Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019

 People on Street 168 97 153 78

 Make-Shift Shelters 10 37 18 170

 Tents 21 13 0 6

 Cars 19 82 39 124

 Vans 50 56 90 97

 RVs 79 89 67 62

 Emergency Shelter 56 68 58 50

 Transitional Shelter n.a. 65 60 45

Total 403 507 485 632

Unsheltered Vehicle

Shelter

Unsheltered Street

San Pedro

City Level Results: City of Los Angeles SPA 8 Neighborhoods
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City Level Results: Beach Cities
These numbers were taken off LAHSA’s Community Level Dashboard on 6-22-2019.
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Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019

 People on Street 5 1 9 10

 Make-Shift Shelters 0 0 2 2

 Tents 11 2 0 0

 Cars 2 3 0 6

 Vans 0 10 2 0

 RVs 2 10 2 0

 Emergency Shelter 0 0 0 0

 Transitional Shelter 0 0 0 0

Total 20 26 15 18

Unsheltered 
Street

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

El Segundo

Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019

 People on Street 10 10 8 15

 Make-Shift Shelters 0 2 3 0

 Tents 0 0 0 0

 Cars 0 0 2 2

 Vans 2 0 5 8

 RVs 2 2 2 0

 Emergency Shelter 6 5 3 0

 Transitional Shelter 0 0 0 0

Total 20 19 23 25

Unsheltered 
Street

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Hermosa Beach

Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019

 People on Street 2 1 14 8

 Make-Shift Shelters 0 2 4 1

 Tents 0 0 0 0

 Cars 0 2 11 5

 Vans 2 2 10 3

 RVs 0 0 4 2

 Emergency Shelter 0 0 0 0

 Transitional Shelter 0 0 0 0

Total 4 7 43 19

Unsheltered 
Street

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Manhattan Beach

Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019
 People on Street 79 105 64 62
 Make-Shift Shelters 53 8 10 9
 Tents 14 0 4 3
 Cars 12 35 35 32
 Vans 18 36 24 41
 RVs 40 74 22 28
 Emergency Shelter 0 0 0 0
 Transitional Shelter 0 0 0 0

Total 216 258 159 175

Unsheltered 
Street

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Redondo Beach

City Level Results: Beach Cities
These numbers were taken off LAHSA’s Community Level Dashboard on 6-22-2019.
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City Level Results: Central SPA 8
These numbers were taken off LAHSA’s Community Level Dashboard on 6-22-2019.
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Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019
 People on Street 17 41 34 49

 Make-Shift Shelters 8 80 35 18

 Tents 5 44 15 1

 Cars 9 21 87 65

 Vans 22 39 66 49

 RVs 88 151 231 143

 Emergency Shelter 0 0 0 0

 Transitional Shelter 0 0 0 0

Total 149 376 468 325

Unsheltered 
Street

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Carson

City Level Results: Central SPA 8
These numbers were taken off LAHSA’s Community Level Dashboard on 6-22-2019.

Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019
 People on Street 26 17 20 25

 Make-Shift Shelters 31 21 75 14

 Tents 24 9 20 2

 Cars 5 2 12 2

 Vans 2 13 14 11

 RVs 2 57 57 42

 Emergency Shelter 6 0 0 0

 Transitional Shelter 0 0 0 0

Total 96 119 198 96

Unsheltered 
Street

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Unincorporated West Carson

Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019
 People on Street 0 10 3 3

 Make-Shift Shelters 0 3 7 4

 Tents 0 1 2 1

 Cars 0 1 39 42

 Vans 0 6 18 10

 RVs 55 74 99 106

 Emergency Shelter 0 0 0 0

 Transitional Shelter 0 0 0 0

Total 55 95 168 166

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Unsheltered 
Street

Unincorporated Compton (Tract 543305)
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Lomita
26

Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019

 People on Street 10 3 2 3

 Make-Shift Shelters 0 0 0 0

 Tents 0 0 0 0

 Cars 0 2 0 8

 Vans 2 4 0 0

 RVs 4 8 4 0

 Emergency Shelter 0 0 0 0

 Transitional Shelter 14 14 8 15

Total 30 31 14 26
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Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019

 People on Street 36 28 37 23

 Make-Shift Shelters 11 4 8 10

 Tents 2 8 1 2

 Cars 14 24 69 61

 Vans 25 34 36 37

 RVs 18 36 30 46

 Emergency Shelter 0 0 0 32

 Transitional Shelter 0 12 14 14

Total 106 146 195 225

Unsheltered 
Street

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Torrance

City Level Results: Central SPA 8
These numbers were taken off LAHSA’s Community Level Dashboard on 6-22-2019.
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City Level Results: Other Cities/Communities
These numbers were taken off LAHSA’s Community Level Dashboard on 6-22-2019.
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Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019
 People on Street 15 6 19 16

 Make-Shift Shelters 0 0 15 11

 Tents 0 0 0 0

 Cars 0 0 2 4

 Vans 0 0 0 0

 RVs 0 0 0 0

 Emergency Shelter 0 7 6 3

 Transitional Shelter 0 0 0 0

Total 15 13 42 34

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Catalina Island, Including Avalon

Unsheltered 
Street

Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019
 People on Street 3 0 4 0

 Make-Shift Shelters 0 0 0 0

 Tents 0 0 0 0

 Cars 2 2 0 0

 Vans 0 0 0 2

 RVs 0 0 0 0

 Emergency Shelter 0 0 0 0

 Transitional Shelter 0 0 0 0

Total 5 2 4 2

Unsheltered 
Street

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Palos Verdes Peninsula (4 cities)

City Level Results: Other Cities/Communities
These numbers were taken off LAHSA’s Community Level Dashboard on 6-22-2019.

Location  Living Situation 2016 2017 2018 2019
 People on Street 14 2 1 0

 Make-Shift Shelters 0 2 0 0

 Tents 0 0 0 0

 Cars 11 2 0 0

 Vans 0 7 2 0

 RVs 19 10 2 2

 Emergency Shelter 0 0 0 0

 Transitional Shelter 0 0 0 0

Total 44 23 5 2

Unsheltered 
Street

Unsheltered 
Vehicle

Shelter

Unincorporated La Rambla (Tract 609900)

43

Closing Remarks

• Demographic information is only available for the “large 
geographies” such as LA CoC and SPA level, not at the city-
level

• Homeless Count 2019 reflects a full 24-months of “Measure 
H” expansion

• According to LAHSA and LA County Homeless Initiative, 
21,631 moved into housing in 2018 (up from 11,904 in 2015)
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